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SUMMARY 


U.S. Seed Exports Total $264 Million 


Exports of U.S. seeds for planting totaled $263.6 million during July 1983 - 
March 1984, 14 percent above a year earlier. The value of shipments of al] 
types of seeds increased except for forage and soybean seeds which declined 5 
percent and 36 percent, respectively, below a year ago. Vegetable seed 
exports increased 26 percent during the nine-month period, totaling $105.1 
million, almost 40 percent of the value of all U.S. seed exports. Flower seed 
shipments also moved well, increasing 39 percent to $6.3 million. Corn and 
sorghum seed exports increased 13 percent and 34 percent, respectively, 
totaling $53.9 million and $22.9. Soybean seed shipments totaled $2.9 million 
while sugar beet seed exports increased 29 percent to $4.0 million. 


Mexico continued as the largest market for U.S. seeds during this nine-month 
period with shipments totaling $53.0 million, an increase of 110 percent over 
a year earlier. Exports to Japan totaled $34.4 million, an increase of 16 
percent above last year. Shipments to Italy, Canada, and the Netherlands were 
$23.1 milllion, $21.8 million, and $12.0 million, respectively. 


The European Community as a market for U.S. seeds declined 21 percent, 
totaling $67.9 million for the first nine months of this marketing year. 
Vegetable seed exports increased 2 percent to $26.7 million. Corn seed 
declined 45 percent in value to $16.5 million and 53 percent in volume to 
7,760 metric tons. Shipments of sorghum and soybean seeds to the EC were also 
below a year earlier, totaling $1.6 million and $.9 million, respectively. 
Sugar beet seed exports increased 55 percent in value, totaling $1.1 million. 


Total forage and turf seed exports for the July 1983-March 1984 period 
declined 5 percent to $51.8 million. Alfalfa seed moved briskly, totaling 
$15.2 million, 20 percent above a year earlier while clover and grass seed 
exports declined. Exports of clover were down 2 percent, totaling $6.5 
million. Ryegrass exports slowed 11 percent to $6.4 million and fescue seed 
exports declined 20 percent to $4.6 million. Other major forage and turf seed 
export items were Kentucky bluegrass, bentgrass, and orchard grass which 
totaled $3.6 million, $2.2 million, and $1.3 million, respectively. Largest 
markets were Canada with shipments totaling $10.1 million, Japan totaling $6.8 
million, and Mexico totaling $5.5 million. 


Vegetable seed exports have been very active, totaling $105.1 million, a 26 - 
percent increase for the nine-month period over a year ealier. Japan was the 
largest vegetable seed market with shipments totaling $20.6 million, 60 
percent above last year. Other principal markets were the EC, Mexico, and 
Iraq with shipments totaling $26.7 million, $12.1 million, and $9.8 million, 
respectively. Radish seed was the largest U.S. vegetable seed export item, 
totaling $11.2 million, an increase of 194 percent over last year. Over 90 
percent of radish seed exports were to Japan. Other major vegetable seed 


export items were sweet corn, pea, and watermelon seeds with totals of $9.9 
million, $8.8 million, $8.5 million, and $7.1 million, respectively. 


Flower seed exports continue to move well, totaling $6.3 million, an increase 
of 39 percent over last year. The EC was the major market for flower seeds 
with exports totaling $3.2 million, 51 percent of the value of all flower seed 
exports. Canada was the largest individual country market with shipments 
totaling $.9 million. Exports of corn seed increased 42 percent in volume and 
13 percent in value over a year earlier with totals of 37,303 metric tons and 
$53.9 million, respectively. Mexico was the largest market with shipments 
totaling 19,063 metric tons, 51 percent of total corn seed exports. Shipments 
to the EC dropped sharply this year to 7,760 metric tons, 53 percent under a 
year earlier. Included in exports to the EC were 5,002 metric tons to Italy, 
1,490 metric tons to Greece, and 531 metric tons to France, decreases from 
shipments a year earlier of 51 percent, 22 percent and 72 percent, 
respectively. Exports to Saudi Arabia increased rapidly, totaling 3,591 
metric tons while shipments to Japan declined 31 percent to 1,863 metric tons. 


Grain sorghum seed shipments through March totaled 27,397 metric tons valued 
at $22.9 million. Mexico was the largest market with shipments totaling 
13,683 metric tons. Other major markets were Venezuela, South Africa, 
Colombia, and Japan with shipments totaling 4,605 metric tons, 1,343 metric 
tons, 1,190 metric tons, and 1,059 metric tons, respectively. Soybean seed 
exports increased 17 percent in volume to 7,368 metric tons, but declined 36 
percent in value to $2.9 million for the nine-month period. Major markets 
were Italy, Canada, and Japan with totals of 1,970 metric tons, 1,412 metric 
tons, and 1,032 metric tons, respectively. Sugar beet seed shipments were up 
5 percent in volume and 29 percent in value, totaling 2,000 metric tons valued 
at $4.0 million. Sweden was the largest market with shipments of 1,584 metric 
tons followed by Denmark with 288 metric tons. 
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